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Eye-catching amaryllis bulbs dipped in colored wax mark a new 

holiday trend. The coating restricts root growth so plants are 

shorter than average and live just one season, but serious ad-

vantages include a fresh presentation style and no need for 

water, sunlight, soil or the proverbial green thumb. Of course, 

the traditional method of growing bulbs in glass forcing vases 

continues to appeal with classic beauty and repeat seasons.  

Amaryllis flowers include both single and double forms and 2- to 

10-inch flowers. The cut blooms of ‘Nymph’, ‘Apple Blossom’ and 

‘Picotee’ (below, from left) naturally shine on a moss-lined green 

shutter. Snip when buds just start to unfurl. Cut amaryllis lasts up 

to two weeks if you trim the stems every few days to assist water 

absorption. Slide a thin dowel inside the hollow stem for support, 

and plug the base with a wet cotton ball, which draws water to 

keep the flower  fresh. 

Good to grow: Amaryllis tips 

The larger the bulb, the more stalks and blooms you’ll get 

the first year. Bulbs should be firm and dry.  

South African amaryllises bloom in four to six weeks; 

Dutch strains take eight to 12 weeks.  

Use sterile potting soil with a neutral pH. Set bulbs 

in pots that are no more than an inch wider than the 

bulb’s diameter. Leave at least a third of the bulb above 

soil level, press soil firmly around its base, water thor-

oughly and place in a sunny spot. (Don’t water again un-

til the stalks appear.)  

To prolong the flowers’ life, move the plant out of direct 

sunlight when buds show color.  

Easy and Elegant Amaryllis Displays  

By LuAnn Brandsen, Midwest Living Magazine 

http://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Garden-Plants-Flowers/N-5yc1vZc8rg?redirect=true&searchRedirect=plants&redAB=A&NCNI-5
http://www.amazon.com/International-Luminarc-Beer-Glass-16-Ounce/dp/B009ZRTNYI
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Opportunities for Advanced Master Gardener Education  

February 20,  

2016 Whitley County Master Gardeners 3rd Annual Symposium: Garden Thyme 

Whitley County 4-H Center Building 
680 W. Squawbuck Rd., Columbia City, IN  Call 260-244-7615 for more information. 

March 5, 2016 

Spring Garden Party 

Grant County Fairgrounds 
1403 E SR 18, Marion, IN 46953 
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
For more information, call 765-651-2413. 

March 5, 2016 

9th Annual Spring Tonic 

Orange County Community Center, Paoli IN 
8:00 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
For more information, call 812-278-6794. 

March 9, 2016 

2016 La Porte County Master Gardener Association Brown Bag Series 

La Porte County Extension Office 
2857 W. State Road 2, La Porte, IN (south side of the La Porte Co. 
Fairgrounds) 
Noon - 1:00 pm CDT 
For more information, call  219-324-9407. 

March 12, 2016 

Wabash Valley Master Gardener Association Spring Seminar 

Ivy Tech Community College, Oakley Auditorium 
8000 South Education Drive, Terre Haute, IN 47802 
For more information, call 812-.462-3374 

March 12-20, 2016 

Indiana Flower & Patio Show 

Indiana State Fairgrounds, Indianapolis 
http://hsishows.com/wp/indianaflowerandpatioshow/. 

http://hsishows.com/wp/indianaflowerandpatioshow/
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News from John Orick 

June 16-18, 2016 

2016 Purdue Master Gardener State Conference 

https://extension.purdue.edu/Pages/eeo.aspx 

West Lafayette, IN 
For more information, see the Purdue Master Gardener webpage. 

 

  

Purdue MG Program is now on Facebook! 

  

https://www.facebook.com/purduemastergardener 

2016 Purdue Master Gardener Search for Excellence Award 

  

Purdue Master Gardeners are invited to inspire fellow MG’s throughout Indiana by sharing the edu-

cational impact of a successful project! The Purdue Search for Excellence (SFE) Award recognizes Pur-

due Master Gardener volunteer work and is modeled after the national SFE held at the International 

MG Conference. We applaud all the volunteer work done by Purdue Master Gardeners. However, this 

award recognizes outstanding group projects, rather than individual projects. Applications must 

show evidence of significant learning by the participants. 

  

Purdue SFE applications are due in the Purdue Master Gardener Program state 

office by March 28, 2016.   

  

The Purdue SFE has four categories in which Purdue Master Gardener groups can showcase out-

standing contributions to their communities. 

  

•             Youth Program 

•             Demonstration Garden 

•             Educational Service (Workshop or Presentation or Publication) 

•             Special Needs Audience (Senior, Disabled or Horticultural Therapy) 

 

John Orick 

Purdue Master Gardener State Coordinator 

765-496-7956 

765-494-0391 (fax) 

http://www.hort.purdue.edu/mg/2016StateConf.html
https://www.facebook.com/purduemastergardener
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LCS Garden Club met this month with a program on owls. 

They learned about the different types of owls.  

The students learned owls can only turn their heads 270 degrees each way not all the way around. They 

also learned they have a big wing span and  they have strong claws that can pick up other animals.  Master 

Gardener Sharon Shear showed students an owls wing and claw. She also showed them pictures of differ-

ent varieties of owls.   

Students then were given an owl pellet, a bone chart  and tools for dissecting owl pellet.  Students found 

bones of rodents, birds, and moles. Some even found skull heads of the animals. Students then glued  these 

to a piece of paper to take home.  Each student got to take home a bag with a pellet . 

Students loved this activity and learned a lot, too! 

 

News from Liberty Christian School from Janet Poore 

News From Lapel Elementary School by Tiffany Smith and Sharon Crandall 

On January 14, the Lapel Elementary Garden Club met.  There were 46 students present along with several 
Madison County Master Gardeners and parent/grandparent volunteers.  The students learned about the 
amaryllis plant through a program presented by Tiffany Smith, teacher/sponsor.  The students colored an 
amaryllis picture, investigated the bulb, and learned where the plant is grown.  The students also learned 
about the 2nd annual Lapel Elementary Amaryllis Race.  The students learned the 3 things every plant needs 
in order to survive, the best place to keep the plant in their classroom, and how often it needs watered. 
 Then the students planted the amaryllis bulb for each classroom in grades 1-3.   



5 

Pendleton Reformatory Garden News by Ann Bull 

Winter months are the time to dream about our upcoming garden and we do that also  
with the prison garden.  We volunteers are thinking of what to do differently to make things 
more efficient with the guys and gardening techniques.  The guys are busy thinking of 
what they want to add or change to get more produce and bigger vegetables.  Winter pro-
grams are provided to keep them interested in gardening and address areas of interest. 
January will be Susan Eichorn on Composting and March will be Jerry Burand on Butterfly 
Gardens. I am still trying to find a speaker for February on growing pumpkins.  The guys 

are interested in growing bigger pumpkins and have many questions.  
Hopefully I will find someone.  Not everyone is comfortable speaking to 
a prison audience.  

Three people have contacted me about helping this year with the gar-
den- Ron and Stephanie Grissom and Janet Travis.  We always look for-
ward to new volunteers 

 

Madison County Master Gardener 2016 Plant Sale 

 

The plant sale committee met on January 11th, prior to the membership 

meeting, to discuss our clubs biggest fund raising project. 

With the declining membership and plant sale participation, the commit-

tee has decided to present a form to club members to better determine 

the quantity of plants we can anticipate for the sale which has been 

scheduled for May 14th. 

Please bring the attached form with you to the 

February membership meeting.  If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Happy Gardening, 

 

Angie Phenis, 2016 Plant Sale Chairperson 
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2016 MCMGA Plant Sale Donation Form 

Bring Filled Out Form to February Master Gardener Meeting 

 

Name ________________________________________ 

Email    _____________________________   Phone number_________________________ 

 

Please be specific when listing vegetables and if possible, listing the common plant name, not just annual, per-

ennial, etc., would give the committee an even better idea of the selection of plants to be offered at the sale. 

 

 

Type of Plant # of plants 
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  MADISON COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

                                                 JANUARY  11, 2016 

 

President Tina Wilson called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. There were 34 members in attendance. 

Tina handed out Master Gardener certificates. 

There were no reports from the 1st or 2nd vice-president or the secretary, 

Treasurer Wesley Green went over the finance report.  As of December 31, 2015 the balance is 

$3,813.06. Wesley paid out three (3) checks for a total of $702.93, making the balance $3,110.13. There 

are two (2) CD’s totaling $3,097.40.  The grand total is $6,207.53.  Wesley then ran though the 2016 

Budget Report by going over the major big changes for the year.  Wesley thanked Gary Crandall, the past 

treasurer, for the help he provided in handing the books over.  Wesley asked if there were any questions.  

Ann Fisher suggested that there be an “Actual” column in the report for easier understanding. 

Nan Hodge & Bonnie Carrell performed the 2015 audit. They reviewed bank statements, monthly re-

ports and the check register and found everything balanced and well documented.  They did state that any 

2016 membership dues paid in 2015 will be deposited in 2016. They did have some suggestions for the fu-

ture: 

Treasurer should continue to use reimbursement forms, financial reports to recap expenses and in-

comes of activities and projects, and to provide the detailed information on deposits. 

Always include the specific budget category in the check register for easier crosschecking when com-

paring to bank statements and monthly reports. 

Association may want to write up a job description for the standing committee to serve as a guideline.  

Secretary Lee Ann Hutton will include the document that the Audit committee provided with the 

above suggestions in the Secretary binder. Nan Hodges talked about a suggested By-laws Amendment. 

Currently under Article XI, Standing Committee, D. Audit Committee by-laws verbiage is “It shall con-

duct an annual audit of the books in December.”  The suggested change is “It shall conduct an annual 

audit that will reflect the books as of the end of the year.”  Article VII Amendments states the amend-

ments to the by-laws may be made at any regular meeting by a two-thirds vote, provided the amend-

ment was submitted to the membership in writing at the previous regular meeting.  This notice, (to be 

placed in the secretary binder), serves as the submission in writing.  There will be a vote at the Febru-

ary meeting. 

Tina Wilson reminded all members check their hours that they turned in. Jill is trying to keep up with 

this.   

Tina Wilson in members that the executive committee is requesting all project leaders attend the 

January executive meeting.  The meeting will be held January 25 at 6:00 P.M. in the Frankton library. 

The change of venue is due to not having an Extension Educator; therefore, there is no one to get the 

keys to the office.  Tina stated that February 22, and March 21 will be the next executive meeting dates. 

Ann Fisher announced she is creating a new website that should be available within two (2) weeks. 

 

 



8 

Charlotte Smith sent out gift cards to the scholarship winners for 2015 and she received two (2) thank 

you cards back. 

Connie Paige – Flower & Patio show is March 12 – 20 this year. We need eight (8) workers to cover 

our time periods. The members that have already volunteered requested Saturday or Sunday  for our 

volunteer times. Connie will check with John to see what is available. 

Tina Wilson reminded everyone that will be no new intern class or Advanced Master Gardener class.  

A member asked if we were going to have the library classes again this year.  We usually start these in 

March, once a month for an hour and a half.  Tina asked if there were any volunteers to setup speakers – 

got no response.  Tina asked if the project leaders would like to talk about their projects. 

Janet Poore – Liberty Christian School.  They have over 100 kids and need any help they can get. 

Sharon Crandall – Lapel Elementary School. They have 75 kids meeting on  Thursdays at 2:45. 

Cindy Hanson – Camp Dig-a-Lot. This will be the  12th year. It will July 9 at the Alexandria 4H building. 

Anyone interested in helping is invited to a meeting on January 13 at 9:00 at Grace Place. 

Kay Marcuson – Garden at the Schools committee needs volunteers. 

Ann Bull – ICF garden will be going on its fourth year and can use volunteers. 

Errol Grant – need help weeding, mulching and planting at the 4H  building. 

Milt Otto – There is a Nutritional Education Program for vets held at Park Place Community Center. 

Lynn Schocke will be leading the class. 

Angie – Plant sale will be held May 14. We will not be doing plugs this year, perennials only. Angie has 

developed a commitment sheet she would like members to fill out so she can have a general idea of what 

plants will be coming in.   There was a lot of discussion of how to improve the sale.  The main idea was 

to not allow members to buy plants before the public gets to see them.  Dan Wilson is going to talk to 

the Hamilton County club.  They sell shrubs and trees. The club members thought the paper work for 

our Nursery License states we cannot sale those plants. 

Tina Wilson – Garden Explorers will possibly be changing their venue and going to Mounds Park where 

they can do more things. 

Loretta Heiniger – Gruenenwald House Garden needs volunteers.  All plants in the garden are heir-

loom plants. 

Tina Wilson – informed membership that the executive committee members will be responsible for 

getting speakers for the membership meetings.  Februarys speaker will be Milt Otto with a power point 

presentation on Garden Visits. 

Tina Wilson closed the meeting at 8:15 

Master Gardener Meeting January 11, 2016 continued 
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Community Activities  

February 8 

General Meeting of Madison County Master Gardeners 

Unity Church, Mounds Road, Anderson 

Time:  6:30 PM to 7:00 PM Social Time 

             7:00 PM Meeting 

 

Master Gardener Milt Otto will present a program on “Gardens visited”.  

Milt has traveled in and out of the United States and has visited many, many 

gardens. This will be a very enjoyable program. 

 

February 13 

Fall Creek Gardens—Winter Gardening Classes 

SEEDS  This second class in the series will focus on planning your garden and starting your plants from 

seeds. We'll cover types of seeds, where to buy, equipment, growing techniques, and troubleshooting. Our 

instructor is Constance Ferry, owner, grower, and herbalist of Hobbit Gardens, an Organic Herb 

Farm/Gardens and Shop in Putnam County.  Registration required 1:30 to 3:30 PM. Community Room at 

Unleavened Bread Café, 3001 Central Avenue, Indianapolis.  Register and learn more at 

http://organicgardeningclasses.evenbrite.com 

February 8 

Plant Sale Committee Meeting 

Unity Church, Mounds Road Anderson   

Time: 6:00 PM to 6:30 PM 

February 23 

Marion County Soil & Water Conservation District Annual Meeting     

Learn about the district's work in soil and water conservation, including a presentation from Kevin Allison on 

the new Healthy Soils Program, the latest on the city's Stormwater Credits, and updates from SWCD part-

ners Leah Harmon and Jerod Chew. Keynote speaker is Phyllis Boyd of Groundwork Indy. As a landscape 

architect and urban designer, Boyd focused on sustainable design and planning and worked with diverse com-

munities to transform their built environments into meaningful, relevant, life-enhancing places. She points to 

her teen year experiences working on Student Conservation Association trail crews in the Gila Wilderness 

of New Mexico and in Baxter State Park in Maine as transformative. Come for an evening of good food, great 

speakers, and a renewed commitment to clean water and healthy soils in Central Indiana! 5:00 to 8:00 p.m., 

Discovery Hall, Indiana State Fairgrounds, Indianapolis. RSVP before February  18,  at 317-786-1776. 

Longwood Garden, Pennsylviania 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zO9Il429rLCO1vNFKqhUVPZ-GDOWo00tkhDkDSiv0cZV11q5KTubzTvZz_ZRKNc9Wv6pTk65Kk1pjMDDaKRhrJtPi7ly5xWNXgcp2GVuFh4tCMROV93AR5XFipvLQfR_UKkvZtTLv57zpZnrCUUQo4D0m0jcOGWLeXPGSweAGzWumJzCGfDSeUqgDifFq4-E&c=nvwy6luSC05qwN-dOeXueylY0Kkdi4XtX


10 

Community Activities continued 

March 5 

Hoosier Hillside Master Gardener Spring Tonic 

Guest speakers Joe Lamp’l Growing a Greener World and Roger Swain of PBS The Victory Garden  

February 19, 2016 is the deadline for signing up early at a reduced entry fee to attend the Hoosier Hillsides 

Master Gardeners annual gardening program, Spring Tonic.  After that date the entry fee will be $40 per per-

son. Walk-ins are always welcome; however it helps us a lot if we know how many people will be attending 

in order to plan the meals, seating, etc.  So hurry and get those reservations filled out and sent in. March 5, 

2016 is approaching The registration flyer is attached. 

March 12– 20 

Indiana State Fair—Indiana State Fairgrounds, Indianapolis 

Fair Volunteer dates for Madison County members will be available soon! 

March 5 

Spring Garden Party—Raindrops, Recycling and Renewing 

Grant County presents a all day program for Master Gardeners at 

the fairgrounds in Marion, IN  Flyer is attached. 

http://www.maydreamsgardens.com/n Indiana. 

March 12 

Spring Seminar 2016 

Wabash Master Gardeners present an educational experience at the Ivy Tech Community College campus 

from 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM.  Location is Terre Haute, Indiana.  See attached flyer for information. 

 

February 22 

Executive Board Meeting 

6:00 PM to 7:00 PM Everyone is welcome. 

Held at Frankton Community Library, 102 Church St, Frankton, IN   

Blogging News 
Carol Michel has been nominated among Nature Hills Top Ten Gardening Blogs to Follow in 2016.  

What's so great, though, is that Carol really gets gardeners. She knows our faults and foibles, fond aspira-

tions and fervent resolutions. More often than not she absolutely nails it, and leaves you laughing.  You 

might start with her Five Secrets to Achieving Happiness in the Garden and explore from there. Carol lives 

right here in Central Indiana-our own voice for the trials, tribulations, and delights of gardening.   

 

http://www.maydreamsgardens.com/ 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: JESSICA FIELDS @ JESSICA.FIELDS@INDSTATE.EDU OR 

812-264-4409 

SPRING SEMINAR 2016 

MARCH 12, 2016 
9:00 AM – 3:30 PM EST 
DOORS OPEN AT 8:00 AM FOR REGISTRATION, COFFEE, AND 

VENDOR SHOPPING. LUNCH IS INCLUDED IN THE REGISTRATION FEE.  

IVY TECH COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
OAKLEY AUDITORIUM 
8000 SOUTH EDUCATION DRIVE  
TERRE HAUTE, IN 47802 

Presenters for this year’s seminar include: Art Davidson, consulting 

horticulturalist for Baker’s Creek Heirloom Seeds; Dr. Peter Coppinger, 

Associate Professor of Biology and Biomedical Engineering at Rose Hulman 

Institute of Technology; Teresa Byington, Vice President of the Indianapolis 

Rose Society and cohost of the Rose Chat Podcast; and Justin McLain, co-

owner of Windy Ridge Winery and Distillery in Cayuga, Indiana. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Art Davidson: Mr. Davidson is currently employed by Baker’s Creek Heirloom Seeds 

as their consulting horticulturalist and has been a 

horticulturalist for more than 40 years. Baker’s Creek 

specializes in non-hybrid, non-GMO, non-treated seeds. They 

have more than 1750 varieties of vegetables, flowers, and 

herbs. This includes one of the largest selections of 19th century 

seeds in the United States. Mr. Davidson’s talk will be titled: 

‘Starting your own seed saving garden.’ Mr. Davidson has presented numerous talks 

at various locations including the 2015 Illinois Master Gardener Conference in 

Champaign Illinois.  

 

 

 
 

275 Ohio Street 
Terre Haute, IN 47808-3495 
(812)462-3371 
 

GREAT DOOR PRIZES!!!             

Master Gardeners receive 4 hours 

continuing education!                 

Registration is open to the public.                             

Walk-ins welcome  -  $40.00 fee 
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Madison County Master Gardener Association 

2016 Membership Dues Application 

Membership dues are due each year in January. To receive membership benefits and the Sprinkles 

Newsletter for this year, please mail your membership payment to Wesley Green at the address below or 

pay at the January meeting. 

Wesley Green    

1905 E 600 N                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Alexandria, IN  46001 

Annual dues January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016                                                                                 

$10 for Individual Membership or $15 for 2-member Household Membership 

 

Make check payable to MCMGA 

Please submit 2016 Membership Dues Application with your payment 

Name (s) ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone # (home):__________________Phone #(cell and/or work):_____________________________ 

E-mail address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Do you wish to receive the Sprinkles Newsletter by e-mail _______ or by postal mail ___________ 

Amount enclosed: $___________________ 

Gardening interests or areas of expertise: _______________________________________________ 

 

Please Note 

 

Membership is due and payable in January. 

Application form must be included with payment (printed only) 

If you have any information changes please make them on the application form. 

Remember:  You will not receive the Sprinkles Newsletter after March if you don’t 

pay your dues. 
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