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When Feeding Birds: 

Different species feed at different levels. So feed birds on the ground, 

at tabletop level, from hanging feeders, and from feeders placed 

against tree trunks. 
Place food near shrubs or trees so birds will have the security of an es-
cape perch nearby. 

Sprinkle small amounts of food on the ground until you can gauge 
what's eaten in a day. This will prevent extra food from rotting and 
making birds ill. 

Rely on a good-quality birdseed mixture that will attract the widest va-
riety of birds. 

Serve sunflower seeds in a hanging or post feeder and niger seed in a 
tube feeder or fine-mesh bag hung from a wire or tree branch. 

Buy beef suet from your butcher; place it in a mesh bag or in a wire 
basket and fasten it to the side of a tree or post. It's best to stop serv-
ing this when summer comes, as suet will go rancid in the heat. 

Birds' Favorite Treats 

Attract your favorite bird -- with its favorite food! 

 

Hummingbird: sugar water 

 

Bluebird: beef suet, peanuts 

 

Blue Jay: beef suet, peanuts, sunflower seed 

 

Red-Winged Blackbird: millet, peanuts 

 

Cardinal: peanuts, sunflower seeds 

http://www.bhg.com/shop/bedroom/furniture/trunks-and-cedar-chests-a2855.html
http://www.amazon.com/Black-Oil-Sunflower-Seed-Bombs/dp/B00TWECL34
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Greetings! 

 

Hope you are having a bountiful summer.  As we enter into the time where we are gathering the great produce from our gardens.  I 
just wanted to let all of you know of some really good resources and publications that are at the Purdue Education Store.  They 
have several free downloads that help with preserving our produce so that we can enjoy when it is cold and the ground is snow 
covered!  Here is the link to the publications.  I also found some great recipes for some great treats!!!  https://mdc.itap.purdue.edu/

subcategory.asp?subCatID=228&CatID=2  

Thank you for help this summer!  We had a great turn out and a lot of fun with Camp –Dig-A-Lot and Garden Explorers.  The Gar-
den Tour was a great success giving those who attended a day of viewing beautiful gardens and a chance to maybe try something 
new in their garden!  We have a few cards turned in for folks interested in becoming a Madison County Master Gardener from the 

Madison County 4-H Fair!  I look forward to hearing your stories from the Indiana State Fair!!   

We are in the process of finalizing some dates for the 2017 MG Intern class and the 2017 Advanced Master Gardener School.  

Look for more information coming soon! 

As I was reading through my email, I thought that Rosie Learner, Purdue Extension Consumer Horticulturist, shared information in 
the September Yard and Garden Calendar that would be very helpful to many of us!  Here is the link for the full newsletter https://

extension.purdue.edu/Pages/article.aspx?intItemID=19448. Here are a few tips that I picked out to share with you: 

Home 

Prepare storage areas for overwintering tender flower bulbs and garden produce. 
Dig and repot herbs, or take cuttings, for growing indoors over winter. 
Store leftover garden seed in a cool, dry place. A sealable jar with a layer of silica gel or powdered milk in the bottom works 

well. 

Yard 

Do not be alarmed if your evergreens, particularly white pine and arborvitae, drop some older needles. All evergreens shed 
needles at some time, but not all at once as deciduous plants do. 

Harvest apples, pears, grapes, and everbearing strawberries and raspberries. For most fruits, flavor is the best indicator of 
ripeness, although color change also can be a good indicator. However, pears are best ripened off the tree, and grapes 
change color long before they are fully flavored, so sample the fruit to be sure. 

Clean up fallen fruits, twigs and leaves around apple (including crabapple) and other fruit trees to reduce disease and insect 
carryover. 

Reseed bare spots or new lawns using a good-quality seed mixture. Seeding in late summer allows the turf to maximize its 
establishment and rooting prior to the next summer's heat and drought. For more information, see 

http://purdueturftips.blogspot.com/2014/08/start-seeding-cool-season-turf-now.html 

Garden 

Dig onions and garlic after tops fall over naturally and necks begin to dry. 
Plant radishes, green onion sets, lettuce and spinach for fall harvest. 
Harvest crops such as tomatoes, peppers, eggplants, melons and sweet potatoes before frost, or cover plants with blankets, 

newspaper, etc., (but not plastic) to protect them from light frost. 
Plant spring-flowering bulbs beginning in late September. Planting too early can cause bulbs to sprout top growth before win-

ter. However, allow at least four to six weeks before the ground freezes for good root formation. 
Dig tender bulbs, such as cannas, caladiums, tuberous begonias and gladiolus, before frost. Allow to air dry, and store in dry 

peat moss or vermiculite 

 

Be safe and I will see you all at the September meeting! 

Beth Vansickle, Madison County, ANR Extension Educator 

https://mdc.itap.purdue.edu/subcategory.asp?subCatID=228&CatID=2
https://mdc.itap.purdue.edu/subcategory.asp?subCatID=228&CatID=2
https://extension.purdue.edu/Pages/article.aspx?intItemID=19448
https://extension.purdue.edu/Pages/article.aspx?intItemID=19448
http://purdueturftips.blogspot.com/2014/08/start-seeding-cool-season-turf-now.html
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Come see  how much our neighbor's banana tree has 

grown.  It's up above the cable line.  

Our Annual Hot Dog Roast at Loretta’s House will be on 
September  at her home at 4409 Mounds Road, Anderson. 

Bring a food dish of some kind as Loretta will supply the 

hot dogs and buns. 

As always, bring a chair for you and your guest.  Handi-

capped parking is next to the neighbor’s garage.  

For more information contact Loretta Heiniger at 765-

715-1407 

Hardy Banana tree growing.: 

The genus Musa are cold hardy banana plants that grow well and over 

winter up to USDA plant hardiness zone 4.  You may need some space 

for growing a cold hardy banana tree though, as most specimens attain 

heights of 12 to 18 feet.   

The hardy banana tree is actually an herbaceous perennial (the world’s 

largest) despite being referred to as a tree. What looks like a trunk is 

actually tightly bound banana tree leaves. This “trunk” is botanically 

referred to as pseudostem, which means false stem. The interior of the 

banana tree pseudostem is where all the growth of the plant takes 

place, similar to a canna lily. 

 

The banana tree pictured is probably the Musa basjoo, which is the 

largest variety and the most cold hardy 

 

A Line From Loretta 
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Pendleton Reformatory Garden by  Ann Bull 

 

 

 

 

Master Gardeners take offenders out MWF week for approximately 4 hours each time. We are proud of 

our poundage taken out for the food pantries—just shy of 1500#. 

We are having our best season ever with our tomatoes! In past seasons they have struggled and were never 

shaped well. 

The flowers around the garden edge and butterfly garden are 

amazing.  On Friday August 19th we found 3 black swallow-

tails on the fennel.  The sunflowers have a mind of their own 

and are in places other than where planted. And some are 

pretty big but so far no one has said anything about taking 

them out. 

The prison garden continues into our 4th season.  We have had several 

setbacks including tool shortage and squash bores (having to tear out en-

tire section to keep them from spreading).  In spite of the setbacks the of-

fenders remain motivated and are very hard working.  The prison is taking 

them out on Tues/Thurs (days no Master Gardeners) to water and weed 

which has helped tremendously. 

Ann Bull 

Yes You Can!!!! 

Someone from the nominating committee, 

Connie Paige, Nathan Hale, or Nan Hodge will 

be calling you asking you to run for an office. 

Some members have held an office a year, or 

two, or many more. Those members are so 

appreciated! Say yes if you can. It is up to you 

to keep our association together for years to 

come.  

Thank you.  
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CARMEL SNACK MIX 

6 cups Rice Chex                                                            

6 cups Corn Chex 

6 cups Crispix 

1/2 can Deluxe Mixed Nuts 

1 cup butter (no substitutes) 

1 cup brown sugar, packed 

1/2 cup corn syrup 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

 

Grease 3 (15x10x1) pans.  Combine 3 cereals and nuts. 

Bring butter, sugar, and corn syrup to a boil, stirring con-

stantly 

Reduce heat, simmer uncovered for 5 minutes. 
Remove from heat and stir in vanilla.  Pour over cereal 

and 

stir until well coated.  Transfer to pans.  Bake uncovered 

at 

200 degree for 1 hour.  Stir every 15 minutes.  Cool 

completely. 

Break apart and store in airtight container. 

 

Yield:  4 1/2 qts, 

From Master Chef and Gardener Max Gentry 
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The gardening project at Eastside Elementary began in May with a massive clean 

up of our overgrown and neglected courtyard. An old pond also had to be 

drained and prepared as a new home for a tree and some beautiful plants. 

With our grant money from MCMG, we purchased some soil, flowers, and hos-

tas. With additional grant funding we were able to purchase new planters, a tree, 

and benches for our space.  The courtyard continues to be a work in progress 

this summer, but our staff is so excited to have a clean and beautiful space for 

classes to gather and learn gardening skills. 

I have attached some pictures o the original space, as well as some of the ongo-

ing process.  I hope to share some more photos of the completed project along 

with those of students enjoying the garden. 

Thank you again for helping get this project started.  Your grant funds are truly 

appreciated. 

Heather Bigoss 

Eastside Elementary School Reports In (a school grant recipient) 
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                                                 MADISON COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 

                                                                     MEETING MINUTES 

                                                                         August 8, 2016 

President Tina Wilson called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  There were 37 members present. 

Errol Grant introduced the guest speaker Mikkel Hodge.  Mikkel talked about Fall Gardens. Mikkel 

suggested radish, lettuce, green beans, spinach, carrots, or cauliflower as the best crops.  Mikkel 

suggested cover crops like cereal rye or buck wheat. 

2nd V-President Bonnie Carrel was not present 

Secretary Lee Ann Hutton minutes for July were approved. 

Treasurer Wesley Green went over the financial report. 

 Deposits - $209.00 

 Reimbursements - $279.99 

 Checkbook ending Balance -$7,220.89 

 Savings Balance -$1,013.90 

 CD Balance - $2,089.63 

 Ending Balance - $10,324.42 

Sylvia Finney – Garden School is Saturday April 29, 2017 at the 4H building. She asked that anyone 

interested in helping come to the meeting August 30 at 6:00 p.m. at the Extension office.  The Garden 

School will be listed In the Indiana Festival book.  We paid $100.00 for the ad and they paid $150.00.  

Sylvia would like to have a silent auction, so look for things you can donate. 

Ann Bull thanked all members responsible for the food this evening.  Next month will be at Loretta’s.   

Start time is 6:00 p.m. with food being served at 6:30 p.m. Please bring a covered dish and a chair.  

Tina Wilson – Nomination committee.  Nathan Hale and Nan Hodge are the returning members. Ann 

Bull nominated Connie Paige and Errol Grant 2nd the motion.  Connie will be the chairperson. 

Errol Grant – Red Gold has rain barrels for $2.00 

Angie Phenis brought in cucumbers for the members to take. 

Tina Wilson adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m. 
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Know Your Executive Board  - Member at Large 

Nathan Hale 

I was born in Norris City, Illinois and graduated from Carmi Township High School.  I served in 

the army for 7 years as a Corporal and recently volunteered at the Marion Veterans Hospital for 

6 months. 

 

I have lived in Alexandria, Indiana for the past 29 years.  I have been a Master Gardener for the 

past 6 years.  I have always been an active member volunteering at many Master Gardener 

events in various roles from making coffee to setting up  tables and assisting the chairperson at 

the plant sale.  I especially enjoy helping other master gardeners at the plant sale and working 

with the kids at the Garden Explorer’s day.  I like talking to the public at the Indiana State Fair 

and the Indiana Home Show about their gardening problems and sharing the knowledge I have 

gained from being a Master Gardener. 

My outside interests include hunting and fishing and all types of gardening.   

My wife, Debi and I enjoy the company of young people.  Our children participated in student 

exchange programs with families around the world.  We, in turn, welcomed a number of kids in 

to our home (17 of them) with whom we maintain contact to this day.  I recently received a 

birthday card from a “daughter” in Germany.  

 

My most recent endeavor is attending a Gunsmithing course.  I enjoy collecting guns and like 

learning more about them  In the coursework we build a pistol (Glock) and learn how to repair 

guns. 

 

I would like to see the Madison County Master Gardeners broaden their interests in younger 

children. 
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Community Activities 

September 12 

General Meeting of Madison County Master Gardeners 

Location:  Loretta’s House, 4409 Mounds Rd., Anderson, IN 

Time:  6:30 PM to 7:00 PM Social Time 

             7:00 PM Meeting 

Annual Weiner Roast and Pitch-in 

Loretta will provide Hot Dogs, Buns, Condiments and  

Paper Products. Please bring a dish to share.  A dessert a salad or  

casserole. 

We will have a report on the Neighbor’s Banana Tree!! 

Also, Please bring  chair! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

August 22 

Executive Board Meeting 

6:00 PM to 7:00 PM        

Everyone is welcome. 

Held at Extension office, 3424 Mounds Road, Anderson, IN   


